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ABOUT OUR WORSHIP

We welcome all who gather here today! We are blessed to celebrate together the
mercy, grace and love we have from God through the death and resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

Children: Families with children are very welcome here. Having children in church
is important so they can begin to learn about their faith in Jesus, and it’s good for the
whole congregation to see. Please feel comfortable keeping “squirmy’ kids in the
service. This is where they belong, too!

Pew cards: Guest and Members, please fill out a Guest/Member card located in the
pew rack. The card can be placed in the offering plates at the back of the church.

If standing is difficult feel free to remain seated during any portion of the service.
Please let an Elder or Usher know if you need communion in your pew seat.

About our celebration of Holy Communion

We celebrate The Lord's Supper in the confession and glad confidence that, as Jesus
says, our Lord gives to us not only bread and wine, but also His very body and blood
to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and
with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all
sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us. Because
those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily do so to their harm, and
because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar,
any who are not baptized, instructed about communion in an LCMS congregation, or
are in doubt and yet desire to receive Holy Communion, are asked to first speak with
the Pastor or elder.

Those not communing are still invited to come forward for a blessing from Pastor, and
you may indicate this by crossing your arms over your chest.

Grape juice is offered in the center of the trays. Gluten-free wafers are available.

For further study, see Matthew 5:23; 10:32; 18:15-35, 26:26-29, 1 Corinthians 10:16-
17, 1 Corinthians 11:17-34.



Greeting

(P)

Peace be with you.
And also with you

Divine Service - Setting Four LSB 203

Opening Hymn

837 Lift High the Cross

Refrain
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1 Come, Chris-tians, fol - low where our Cap-tain  trod,
2 Led on their way by this tri - um - phant sign,
3 Al new - born  sol - diers of the Cru - ci - fied
4 0 Lord, once lift - ed on the glo-rious tree,
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Our king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
The  hosts  of God in con - qu'ring ranks com-bine.
Bear on their brows the seal of Him who died.
As Thou hast prom - ised, draw us all to Thee.

Stand




Blessing of Quilts
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Let us pray.

O Lord our God, maker of all things, you have blessed us with so many gifts—a
good eye for color, the ability to make fine stitches, the skills to develop ever-
new and exciting patterns. Now we offer the fruits of our labors, the quilts we
have made, to you.

We dedicate these quilts to your service, trusting that your love will go
wherever each quilt or Kit is sent, making it more than just a piece of
material, a collection of items—making each piece we have created an
expression of love. There is no way for us to imagine the power and effect an
act of love can have on a person’s life—how you can use something as small
as a quilt to radiate your love from us to the world. May these be used in
your service and become blessings for all those who receive them.

Lord, we know that all we possess comes from your loving hand. Give us grace
to honor you with all of our being: Draw our hearts to you, guide our minds, fill
our imaginations, control our wills, so that we may be wholly yours. Use us as
you will, always to your glory and the welfare of your people. Amen.

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
(P} In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
(P}  Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
(P} If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
(P) Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise,

and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this



altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in
the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

P] Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your
children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and
richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.
Service of the Word

Introit

(P) The Lorp lifts up the humble;

he casts the wicked to the ground.

(P) Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our God;

for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting.

(P) The Lorp builds up Jerusalem;

he gathers the outcasts of Israel.

(P) He heals the brokenhearted

and binds up their wounds.

(P) He determines the number of the stars;

he gives to all of them their names.

(P) Great is our Lord, and abundant in power;

his understanding is beyond measure.

>

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

The LorbD lifts up the humble;
he casts the wicked to the ground.
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Kyrie LSB 204
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Where You
In

in pow’r are

God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re

Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—

- ply.



(P)

Sit

Let us pray.

Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all honor and authority.
Enlighten our minds by Your Holy Spirit that, confessing Jesus as Lord, we may
be led into all truth; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading

(P)

2 The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
on them has light shined.
Y ou have multiplied the nation;
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as they are glad when they divide the spoil.
“For the yoke of his burden,
and the staff for his shoulder,
the rod of his oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
SFor every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult
and every garment rolled in blood
will be burned as fuel for the fire.
®For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Isaiah 9:2—-6



Epistle 1 John 1:5-9

SThis is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light,
and in him is no darkness at all. ®If we say we have fellowship with him while we
walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. ‘But if we walk in the light, as
he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son
cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us. °If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
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Holy Gospel John 1:1-5

P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. 2All things were made through him, and
without him was not any thing made that was made. “In him was life, and the life was
the light of men. °The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome
it.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for
us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy
Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according
to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose
kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism
for the remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the
world to come. Amen.

Sit



Sermon Hymn

412 The People That in Darkness Sat
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5 His righteous government and pow’r

Shall over all extend;

On judgment and on justice based,
His reign shall have no end,
His reign shall have no end

Sermon

earth and heav’'n, All
a - dored, The

carth and heav’n.
all a - dored.

in
by

pow’r
God

A\ 6 Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray,
And make us Thine alone,
Who with the Father ever art
And Holy Spirit, one,
And Holy Spirit, one.

“Light of the World”



(5) LW League Pledge — Responsive Reading

Explanation

The Lutheran Women's Missionary League has an 80-year history. Part of that history
is the League Pledge written in 1955 by the Rev. William Fricke, which reminds us of
the essence of our reasons for being in mission and our pledge of commitment to our
Lord. Every time we recite the League Pledge we are recommitting ourselves to God’s
Mission Work. This is a commitment we make intentionally and with honor.

Leader: What is a pledge?

Congregation ladies: A pledge is a promise, a vow, an intent.

Leader: LWML women hold to a promise of service. Today, as we read our pledge
together, let us look closely at why we are making the promise, what we are

promising, and how we intend to carry out that promise in action.

Leader: Why do we make this pledge? The answer is in the pledge itself. Let’s recite
together:

Congregation ladies: “In fervent gratitude for the Savior’s dying love and His blood-
bought gift of redemption” AND “in obedience to His call for workers in the
harvest fields.”

Leader: We are pledging in gratitude and in obedience to our risen Lord and Savior.

Leader: What do we promise?

Congregation ladies “We dedicate ourselves to Him with all that we are and have”
and “we pledge Him our willing service wherever and whenever He has need
of us.”

Leader: We are pledging to be fully engaged and serve willingly.

Leader: How do we show our commitment?



Stand

Congregation ladies: “What do we consecrate to our Savior?””:
* our hands to work for Him,
* our feet to go on His errands,
* our voice to sing His praises,
* our lips to proclaim His redeeming love,
* our silver and our gold to extend His Kingdom,
* our will to do His will,
« and every power of our life.

Leader: By the power of the Spirit, we are pledging our whole selves; body, heart and
mind. Consecrate means to devote or dedicate to some purpose. As Lutheran
Women in Mission, we consecrate our whole selves to the spreading of His

Gospel message through Bible study, service, and supporting LWML Mission
Grants.

Congregation ladies: Our goal: “the great task of bringing the lost and the erring into
eternal fellowship with Him.”

Leader: Note the words “we” and “our” used in this pledge. We don’t make this
commitment alone. We make it with our sisters and brothers in Christ.
Together, a mighty blessed collection of His creation. And not only are we
making this pledge to God, we are also making it to one another. Promising to
work in partnership and harmony as women who Serve the Lord with
Gladness!

Leader: And together we say:
Congregation ladies: “Amen.” Lord, let it be for us. Amen

Prayer of the Church
Prayer Response

After each segment:
(P} Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

After prayers:
P) In the name of Jesus we pray.
Amen.



Preface
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Sanctus

Service of the Sacrament

LSB 208

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the
countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we
give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him
into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead
and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and
death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and singing:

LSB 208
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru-1ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P] Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy
on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have eternal life.

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate
the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree
of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam,
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all
who trust in Him.

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus
Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the
fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that
come to us in His body and blood.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My *I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”



In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My *I blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

LSB 210

Pax Domini
(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, 0] Lord, we pray.

Sit



Distribution Hymns
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Post-Communion Collect
@) Letus pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus LSB 212

P Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I« give you peace.
Amen.

Sit



Closing Hymn

837 Lift High the Cross

Refrain
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0)§ Him who saves our lives from death and hell.
Praise to the Cru - ci - fied for vic - to - ry!

Closing Statement

P}  We go to live for Jesus.
We go to share His love.

Noisy Offering for Mites
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