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ABOUT OUR WORSHIP

We welcome all who gather here today! We are blessed to celebrate together the mercy,
grace, and love we have from God through the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Children: Families with children are very welcome here. Having children in church is
important so they can begin to learn about their faith in Jesus, and it’s good for the whole
congregation to see. Please feel comfortable keeping “squirmy” kids in the service. This is
where they belong, too!

Pew Cards: Guests and Members, please fill out the Guest/Member card located on the
back of the pew in front of you and pass it to the end of the aisle. If you forget you can put
it in the offering plate on your way out.

If standing is difficult: Please feel free to remain seated during any portion of the service.
Please let an Elder or Usher know if you need communion in your pew seat.

About our celebration of Holy Communion: We celebrate the Lord’s Supper in the
confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only
bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins
and to strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to his table
those who trust his words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as
he forgives and loves us, that they may show forth his death until he comes.

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood contrary to that which is stated
above do so to their great harm, and also because Holy Communion is a confession of the
faith which is confessed at this altar. Anyone who is not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold
a confession differing from that of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to
receive the sacrament, are asked first to speak with Pastor. Those not communing are still
invited to come forward for a blessing from Pastor, and you may indicate this by crossing
your arms over your chest.
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GREETING

P Peace be with you.
C And also with you.

P Let us Pray



+ ORDER OF SERVICE +
(The liturgy is from Divine Service Setting one LSB pg.151ff)

OPENING HYMN

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming LSB 359 sts. 1-2
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cold of  win - ter, When half - spent was the night.
us a Sav - ior,  When half - spent was the night.

Please stand as able
CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION

The sign of the cross + may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
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Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.



P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P Inthe mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake
God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the
power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the
Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

C Amen.

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +
KYRIE Pg. 152

P Inpeace let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to
the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C Amen.



HYMN OF PRAISE

This Is the Feast LSB 155
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Letus pray.
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that
by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C Amen.

Please be seated

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 11:1-10

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.
2And the Spirit of the LorD shall rest upon him,
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and might,
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
3And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide disputes by what his ears hear,
“put with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall Kill the wicked.
®Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist,
and faithfulness the belt of his loins.
The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,
and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat,
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together;
and a little child shall lead them.
"The cow and the bear shall graze;
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra,
and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den.
They shall not hurt or destroy



in all my holy mountain;
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.
1%1n that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall
the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.

P  This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Romans 15:4-13

“Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through
endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. *May
the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one
another, in accord with Christ Jesus, ®that together you may with one voice glorify the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. “Therefore welcome one another as Christ has
welcomed you, for the glory of God.

8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s
truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, ®and in order that
the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles,
and sing to your name.”
And again it is said,
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.”
1 And again,
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
and let all the peoples extol him.”
12And again Isaiah says,
“The root of Jesse will come,
even he who arises to rule the Gentiles;
in him will the Gentiles hope.”
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power
of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.

P  This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Please stand as able



ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 3:1-12

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter.
C GlorytoYou, O Lord.

!In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, >“Repent,
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” *For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet
Isaiah when he said,

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,;
make his paths straight.’”
“Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his
food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about
the Jordan were going out to him, ®and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins.

"But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to
them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? ®Bear fruit
in keeping with repentance. °And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have
Abraham as our father,” for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children
for Abraham. 1°Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

11« baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier
than I, whose sandals | am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and with fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor
and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.



NICENE CREED
C | believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life + of the world to come. Amen.

Please be seated



SERMON HYMN

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light LSB 411
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SERMON

Please stand as able

PRAYER of the CHURCH
After each Segment:

P Lord, in Your Mercy,
C Hear our Prayer.

After Final Segment:
P Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

LORD’S PRAYER

C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

+ SERVICE of the SACRAMENT +

PREFACE LSB 160

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

-

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might
not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to
new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

SANCTUS LSB 161
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My + body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
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In the same way also, He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the New Testament in
My + blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
AGNUS DEI LSB 163
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Please be seated

DISTRIBUTION

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first, then
Communion will be served at the rail. Ushers will help direct you forward via the center
aisle; please return to your seats via the side aisles. Gluten-free bread is available for those
who need it, as is non-alcoholic grape juice. Simply request either when you come forward
to receive Communion.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN

I Come O Savior, to Thy Table LSB 618
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Lord, may Thy bod -y and Thy blood Be for my soul the high-estgood!

DISTRIBUTION HYMN

Your Table I Approach LSB 628
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2 Lord, I con-fess my sins And mourn their wretch-ed bands;
3 Your bod -y and Your blood, Once slain and shed for me,
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God can ac - com-plish vast -ly more Than what we think could be.

5 O grant, most 15lessed Lord,

That earth and hell combined

May not about this sacrament

Raise doubt within my mind.

6  Oh, may I never fail

To thank You day and night

For Your true body and true blood,

O God, my peace and light.

Please stand as able

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE

Thank the Lord

LSB 164
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POST COMMUNION COLLECT
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Let us pray.

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness
sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You
have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake
Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we
may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

C Amen.

Please be seated

CLOSING HYMN
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

LSB 359 sts.3-4
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ANNOUNCEMENTS and SENDING WORDS
P We go to live for Jesus!
C Wego to share His love!

Acknowledgments

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of
Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder. Music reproduced in this service is used with permission through: CCLI
License N0.1776588 and CPH — LSB Service Builder.

Next week’s Bible readings:
Old Testament reading- Isaiah 35:1-10

Epistle- James 5:7-77
Holy Gospel- Matthew 11:2-15

e o

The December potluck has been changed to Dec. 18-Thanks!

- _Famb”kuf';‘re F:hecfif,fs - Thank you to the musicians for
ere is a basket on the table in the - o .
narthex for these receipts. We are their contribution to the service.
collecting them for the Day Care. If
you have questions, please talk to Noisy Offering this quarter (Oct.-Dec.) will
Terry Tody. be going to Shawono Center.

Don’t forget we will be going to Shawono for caroling on
December 11,

Christmas Caroling
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Altar Elders
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Jerry Sandow Don Kernstock
Scot Ferguson Barb Vidal

Joan Reisch
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Lutheran Witness Order
If you would like to subscribe to The Lutheran Witness, please let Nicole know and she can
order it for ¥ou. If you already have a subscription, please also let Nicole if P/ou’d like to
renew it. The last day for ordering will be December 12th. If you order through the
church, the cost is $12.00 for the year. If you order directly from CPH the cost is $19.99
for the year. As gou can see, there is a substantial price difference. Please make a check
out for $12.00 to the church and make sure it is marked “The Lutheran Witness”.

W
=

0
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS

oIt is that time of year again. The time when we decorate our Altar to
honor the birth of the Christ Child. We will be putting the poinsettias
on the altar and leaving them on through Christmas Day Service. You

may pick up your plants after worship service.
®

Price Qty.
$10.00

Name:

Please fill out this form and put your money with it.
Put it in the offering plate or in the secretary's
mailbox on her desk by Sunday,
December 18th.
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